
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dr. Samuel March, Co founder 
MASc Solar Energy Engineering, TU Delft, PhD Physics, Dalhousie, Halifax 
Samuel has over ten years of experience in the solar industry including 
several international projects (India, Thailand, Tanzania) and over four years 
of experience developing innovative perovskite solar cell materials and 
fabrication techniques. Samuel has gained unique experience in the 
development of fabrication techniques for organic/inorganic device 
technologies during his graduate research and has co-authored 19 research 
papers. Samuel leads Rayleigh Solar Tech’s R&D efforts.  
	

Accelerating the adoption of solar energy 
 

Meet the team 
 

The team behind Rayleigh Solar tech is diverse and experienced in both research and creating 
companies. Speak 7 languages, 3 PHD’s, 6 nationalities, installed 120MW of ‘big’ solar, run a 
whiskey distillery, sailed around the world twice, founded 8 companies, hiked up to Everest 

basecamp, 50 years of combined research experience. 

Sebastiaan Ambtman, Co founder 
MASc Banking and Finance, VU University Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Sebastiaan is a serial entrepreneur who has worked in the technology sector 
since the late 90’s. In 1998 he started his first internet company bringing 
organizations online, he was part of the small team that started eBay in the 
Netherlands and was co-founder of an online marketplace for local retailers. He 
is also an advisor and investor in multiple startups in Europe and Canada. 
Besides a passion for new technology, Sebastiaan is also an experienced 
ocean sailor who has covered over 75,000km at sea mainly powered by wind 
and solar. Sebastiaan is mainly focused on developing the company strategy 
and commercialization of the core technology. 
 
 
 Jarret Stuart, Co founder 
BA Communication and Finance, CIM  
Jarret was the founder and president of Helios Energy Inc, the second largest 
solar development firm in Canada and 20th largest in the world in 2011. Helios 
Energy has expertise in the sale of completed solar assets of its development 
portfolio to Enbridge, Capstone and Samsung totalling over 85MW. Jarret was 
requested by International Trade to represent Canada in the renewable energy 
development field particularly solar photovoltaic. In addition to this Jarret has 
lectured at Harvard on the topic of entrepreneurship in traditional capital 
intensive industries. Jarret is also a member of YPO. Jarret leads the 
commercialization and implementation of the companies first scalable product 
production. As well Jarret will leverage his existing relationships in the industry 
to quantify the opportunity and financial model. 
 



 

 

We are based in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 
 

www.rayleighsolartech.com  •  info@rayleighsolartech.com 

Dane George, Co founder 
BEng, MASc, PEng, Research Associate, Applied Energy Lab, NSCC 
Dane is a professional engineer, energy consultant and research associate with 
a diverse background in education, renewable energy project development and 
building energy management. Dane is also involved with the Applied Energy 
Lab at NSCC as a project lead doing product development research for industry 
partners. He has worked with several clients, organizing and delivering demand 
side management programs and developing communication and educational 
materials. Dane will leverage his knowledge of the solar industry to help 
manage Rayleigh Solar Tech’s operations and fundraising efforts. 

Dr. Irina Valitova, Senior Researcher 
PhD Physics: Moscow Technical University, PhD Material Science: 
Polytechnique Montreal 
Irina is a thin-film device fabrication expert. As a holder of not one, but two 
PhDs, she has extensive knowledge of thin-film device design, fabrication and 
optimization. Irina is leading the development of Rayleigh Solar Tech’s 
perovskite solar cells. 

Daphne Palaco- Tobia, Researcher 
Bachelor of Science, Department of Physics and Atmospheric Science 
Dalhousie 
She has extensive knowledge and expertise with thin film deposition methods 
and perovskite solar cells. 
 
 

Professor Ian Hill, Technology Advisor 
 
Dalhousie University 
Ian is an internationally recognized expert in organic electronic materials and devices including solar cells. Prof. 
Hill has served as Acting Dean of Science 2015-2016, and Associate Vice-President Research, 2016-2020. He 
has extensive experience studying the electronic properties of organic and inorganic semiconductor materials, 
including several recent papers on perovskite-derived films. He has extensive experience working with industrial 
partners; he was a scientist at Sarnoff labs before joining Dalhousie in 2003 and holds 6 patents. He has 
published over 100 research papers.  
 


